1931
Parents in Lemon Grove,
California, fight segregation in
schools (Mexican schools) by
keeping their children home
unless they were allowed to
return to the "regular"
integrated school.

April 1968

1969

Oct. 1970

700 Chicano students walk
out of Lanier High School in
San Antonio, Texas. Soon
thereafter 600 students from
Edgewood High would walk out

Faced with slum housing,
inadequate schools and rising
unemployment, Puerto Rican
youth in Chicago form the
Young Lords Organization,
inspired in part by the
writings of Martin Luther
King, Jr., and Malcolm X

More than 600 Chicano
students walk out of a
Chicago, Indiana, school after
the vice principal stated,
"Mexicans are lazy and
ignorant."

1968
Students from all five public high schools in East L.A. walked out
of their classes. Over the next several days, they inspired similar
walkouts at fifteen other schools. While initially their protest was
tolerated, the patience of the authorities wore thin and the police
were unleashed on the peaceful demonstrators. Thirteen peopleTeacher Sal Castro and twelve students-were arrested on conspiracy
charges. They became known as "The East L.A. Thirteen". Eventually,
all charges against them were dropped.

Nov-Dec 1993

Sept. 1993

April 1993

May 1975

Jan. 1973

March 1972

At Exeter, a small town in
California's 500 high school
students boycotted classes when a
teacher told an embarrassed youth
who had declined to lead the Pledge
of Allegiance in English: "if you don't
want to do it, go back to Mexico."

Over 4,000 blew out in Oakland,
Berkeley, San Jose, Gilroy, and San
Francisco. Arrests and violence were
rare; Gilroy 19-year old Rebecca
Armendariz was prosecuted for
contributing to the delinquency of a
minor, apparently because she signed
to rent a bus that students used. 300
students clashed with police while
some were beaten and peppersprayed as police stood by.

Over 1,000 mostly Latino junior
high and high school students
walked out of a dozen Oakland
schools and confronted school
officials.

Nearly 2000 students converge on
the administration building at the
University of Washington. UW
MEChA and the ASUW called for a
two-day boycott of classes to protest
the hiring practices of the
University's affirmative action
program.

African American and Chicano
students occupy a building and
present a list of demands to
Yakima Valley College. Demands
include the establishment of an
Ethnic Studies program and the
hiring of Black and Chicano
counselors.

Students organize a
moratorium to stress the
importance of hiring
Chicano/a faculty at UW.

Feb. 1994

April 1994

April 1994

Over 1,000 high school students
and supporters from various bay
area districts shook up the state
capitol. Students argue: "The
governor wants more prisons, we
want schools. He wants more cops,
we want more teachers. We want an
education that values and includes
our culture"

Half of the elementary school
pupils in the town of Pittsburg, CA
boycotted classes with some
parental support, because a
Spanish-speaking principal had
been demoted.

2,000 Latino/a students from 38
junior and senior high schools
organized walkouts from their
schools and marched to San
Francisco's City Hall for a rally.
They protested the denial of
education, especially the lack of
Ethnic Studies, and racism in the
school system. First called the "Fund
Our Youth (or Face the
Consequences) Project," the
organizers of those blowouts later
became known as the Student
Empowerment Project (StEP); today
the group is called Voices of Struggle
(VOS).
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